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lady had so many treasures that the Moors called her
"Mother of Necklaces."

Mousa was disposed to keep the lands and the
spoils as much to themselves as possible, while their
victories extended to the northward; and is even
said to have brought back silver images from the
churches of Narbonne. Tharyk, whose conquests had
followed the course of the Ebro, was a disinterested and
resolute Arab, and freely divided all the plunder among
his warriors. The rivalry between these two chiefs
continued, and they were summoned to Damascus.

Walyd was dead, and the reigning Khalif was his
brother Suleiman. Tharyk was the first to appear
before him, and pleaded his own cause. " Better than
even the Faithful," said he, "can the Christians
tell whether I have been cowardly, or cruel, or
covetous/*

Mousa arrived, bringing four hundred Gothic hos-
tages and piles of treasure. Suleiman asked him about
the Christians of Spain.                                     *

" They are," said he, " lions in their castles, eagles
on their horses, women in the plain, goats in the
mountains."

"And those of Afrank?" (i.e. Gaul, the Frank).

" They are quick and bold in the attack, fearful and
cowardly in the retreat."

"And the Berbers?"

u The Berbers are like the Arabs in face, in courage,
in patience, in sobriety, in hospitality, and in ways of
fighting; but they are the falsest of men, keeping
neither their word nor bond."

Mousa produced Solomon's famous malachite table,
and presented it to the Khalif; but therewith stepped
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